A, the first letter in almost all alphabets.
In its primary sound, that of a in father,
it is the purest of the vowels and is pro-
duced with the entire vocal channel in the
most open position possible. Most modern
languages, as French, Italian and German,
have only one sound for a, namely, that
heard in father, but in English this letter
is made to represent eight sounds, as in the
words father, mat, mate, mare, final, ball,
^what and ask, besides being used in such
digraphs as ea in heat and oa in boat. For
other details, see the article orthography.
A, in music, is the sixth note in the dia-
tonic scale of C, and when in perfect tune
stands to the latter note in the ratio of %
to 1 (see Music). The second string of the
violin is tuned to this note.
Al, Aal and AA1, used as symbols by
Dun, Bradstreet and other financial agencies
to indicate a high rating. A after a firm's
name means resources of .$500,000 to $750,-
000; aa means $750,000 to $1,000,000; AA
means over $1,000,000. The numeral 1
shows that the credit rating is of the best.
In popular usage the expression Al has
come to mean excellence of any kind.
AACHEN, ah'ken, the German name for
Aix>la-Chapelle (which see).
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AAED-TAEK
maJ, with long piglike snout, tubular mouth,
the  usual  termite*catching tongue, large
AABD«VABK, ahrd vahrk, an ant-eater
found in South Africa. It is a stout ani~
 ears, fleshy tail and short, bristly hair. The
limbs are short and very muscular; on the
fore feet are four, on the hind five, power-
ful claws, used in burrowing and in exca-
vating the hills of the white ants on which
it feeds. It is nocturnal in its habits and is
very inoffensive and timid. When pur-
sued, it can burrow itself out of sight in a
few minutes, working inward with such
rapidity as to make it almost impossible
to dig it out. Its total length is about five
feet, of which the tail is about one foot nine
inches. Its dwelling is a burrow at a little
distance from the surface, and thence it may
be observed creeping at dusk. The flesh is
considered a delicacy by the natives.
AARD-WOLF, a South African car-
nivorous animal, foxlike in size and habit,
but having longer ears and a less bushy tail.
It resembles a hyena in its sloping back
and in its color, the body being gray, irreg-
ularly striped with black, but it has five
toes on the fore feet, and the head is much
more pointed and eivetlike. It feeds on
carrion, white ants and the like, but not on
living vertebrates* It is timid and nocturnal
in its habits, social but quarrelsome in its
life, and tolerably swift in its pace, though
usually trusting rather to burrowing tih&a
to flight.
AAEON, 0/tw, the elder brother of
Moses, always second to him in command,
but the first and one of the greatest of the
Israelitish high priests. He acted as spokes*
man for Moses when the latter delivered the
Israelites from the Egyptians; an4 he was
one of the leaders of the nation in its wan-
derings. When Moses was on Mount Sinai,
Aaron made the golden calf which the
Israelites worshiped Aaron was not allowed
to enter Canaan, but died and was buried
on Mount Hor. See Ha XXIX; Num. XVI
and XX, 8-13*

